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at the Lawes. All the family (six daughters and two sons)
were extremely polite, and for the eldest daughter I formed
a strong and lasting friendship.

Judge Lawe was hospitable and generous to a fault. His
home was a large one-story building with many additions.
The ceilings were low, and the windows so small that when
the Indians came peering in, the room would be almost
darkened. The house had a sort of dreamy appearance; it
stood near the water, with only a path through the grass
leading down to the river. All around the house and store
stood Indians waiting to trade off their peltries. Mrs.
Lawe was one of the best of women, and as she wore the
Indian dress, that at once endeared her to me.’

Louis Grignon® invited us to spend the night at his
house, and come to an early tea. There being no streets,
there were, of course, no vehicles. Every house was built
near the road. We took the foot-path which led along the
river’s shore, and from which pathways diverged to each
home along the way. The old Grignon homestead stood a lit-
tle north-west of the present residence of Miss Ursule Grig-
non. It was a roomy, low house, with very low ceilings
and small windows; yet it looked very cheerful with its
rustic furniture. Indian mats were used instead of carpets,
as with all French families at this time. Mr. Grignon had
a houseful of handsome daughters, who made his home at-
tractive. He was a gentleman of the old school. He spoke
little English, but his French was excellent, and his man-
ners delightful. Madam Grignon used neither the French
nor English, but spoke the Chippewa.

The morning following our arrival, we set out to seek
what was to be our home. The foot-path from the house

1 Mrs. Baird’s grandmother was Migisan, the daughter of an Ottawa
chief, Kewinaquot (Returning Cloud); the other elements in her blood
were French, German, and Scotch.— Eb.

2 Louis Grignon was a leading fur-trader at Green Bay: he had been a
lieutenant in the English Indian department during the War of 1812-15.
Numerous letters by and references to him appear in almost every volume
of Wis. Hist. Colls.— Ep.



